Tamponade due to hemopericardium after streptokinase therapy for pulmonary embolism.
A 67-year-old man was given intravenous heparin and then streptokinase for an acute severe pulmonary embolism. The next day a large pericardial effusion developed, with tamponade. Aspiration of blood (500 ml) from the pericardial sac produced prompt relief. The possibility of hemopericardium causing tamponade should be considered on unexplained worsening of cardiac status in a patient who has recently received streptokinase for pulmonary embolism or myocardial infarction.